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Camera Eye Awards: The Camera's theater critic picks
the best of 2008
By Mark Collins  (Contact )
Friday, December 26, 2008

Editor's Note: After viewing 80 di!erent productions
that opened in the Boulder/Denver area in the year
2008, Camera Theater Critic Mark Collins has
named his 2008 Camera's Eye Theater Awards in 22
categories.

Two compelling new plays received excellent
productions by the Denver Center Theatre Company
in 2008. Productions of "Lydia," Octavio Solis' family
drama set in El Paso, Texas, and "Plainsong," Eric
Schmiedl's adaptation of Kent Haruf's novel set in
rural Colorado, earned several nominations and
awards in the 2008 Camera's Eye Theater Awards,
including Best New Play ("Lydia") and Best
Production of a Play ("Plainsong").

Meanwhile, Wayne Kennedy pulled o! the unlikely
feat of earning an acting nod in two categories, the
Best Actor in a Leading Role/Musical (Bialystock in
Boulder's Dinner Theatre's "The Producers") and Best
Actor in a Supporting Role/Musical (Thernadier in
Arvada Center's "Les Miserables").

Here are the nominees and winners in all 22
categories.

Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading
Role/Comedy

Evan Marquez (Garry), "Noises O!," Longmont
Theatre Company

Marquez's timing and gift for physical humor was
on full display during his hilarious portrayal of a
tightly wound actor.

Also Nominated: Gene Gillete (Podriac), "The
Lieutenant of Inishmore," Curious Theatre Company;
Matthew Mueller (Matthew), "The Complete Works of
William Shakespeare (abridged)," Boulder Ensemble

Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role/Comedy

Kelsie Huff (Kelsie), "Hu!s," square product theatre

Hu!'s darkly funny performance in a personal story about a trip home for her father's
funeral took several surprise turns and was a must-see at the Boulder International Fringe
Festival.

Nominated: Shana Cordon (Anitia), "Wrong Turn At LungÞsh," Theatre13; Kristy Gooch
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Courtesy Boulder's Dinner Theatre

Wayne Kennedy, center, earned a 2008
Camera's Eye Theater Award for his
portrayal of Max Bialystock in Boulder's
Dinner Theatre's production of "The
Producers."
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(Brooke), "Noises O!," Longmont Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role/Comedy

Matt Zambrano (Davey), "The Lieutenant of Inishmore," Curious Theatre

Zambrano wore a bad wig wonderfully, and got big laughs amid the mayhem in Martin
McDonagh's dark comedy.

Nominated: Chip Persons (King Louis XIII), "The Three Musketeers," Colorado Shakespeare
Festival; Philip Pleasants (Selsdon), "Noises O!," Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role/Comedy

Catherine di Bella (April), "The Hot L Baltimore," Barth Hotel

Di Bella was a broad's broad -- a delightfully salty hooker who mothered a group of
outcasts.

Nominated: Meridith Crosley, "The House of Yes," square product theatre; Kimberly Nicole
(Suzy), "The Hot L Baltimore," Barth Hotel

Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role/Drama

Scott McLean (Man), "This Is How It Goes," Paragon Theatre Company

In a thoroughly captivating performance, McLean made a nasty man charming and likable
before pulling back his skin to reveal something altogether di!erent.

Nominated: Carlo Alban (Misha), "Lydia," Denver Center Theatre Company; Sam Gregory
(Flynn), "Doubt," Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role/Drama

Onahoua Rodriguez (Ceci), "Lydia," Denver Center Theatre Company

Rodriguez's emotionally naked and physically transforming portrayal never wavered.

Nominated: Daria LeGrand (Helen), "The Miracle Worker," Denver Center Theatre
Company; Karen Slack (various), "Nine Parts of Desire," Curious Theatre

Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role/Drama

Mike Hartman (Raymond), "Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

Hartman charmed as a rough-around-the-edges rancher in one of several Þne
performances in DCTC's "Plainsong."

Nominated: John Hutton (Captain Keller), "The Miracle Worker," Denver Center Theatre
Company; Philip Pleasants (Harold), "Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role/Drama

Kathleen McCall (Maggie), "Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

McCall brought striking authenticity to the middle-aged woman not yet ready to give up
on romance.

Nominated: Catalina Maynard (Rosa), "Lydia," Denver Center Theatre Company; Kim
Staunton (Mrs. Muller), "Doubt," Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role /Musical

Wayne Kennedy (Bialystock), "The Producers," Boulder's Dinner Theatre

Both larger than life and subtle, Kennedy's turn as the scheming Broadway producer is
sublime.

Nominated: Scott Beyette (Bloom), "The Producers," Boulder's Dinner Theatre; Stephen Day
(Javert), "Les Miserables," Arvada Center

Best Performance by an Actress in a Leading Role/Musical

Shelly Cox-Robie (Blake), "The Will Rogers Follies," Boulder's Dinner Theatre

Cox-Robie's Blake was tough and earthy, and she shone during her several solo numbers.

Nominated: Joanie Brosseau-Beyette (Audrey), "Little Shop of Horrors," Boulder's Dinner
Theatre; Nicole Vogel (Desiree), "A Little Night Music," CU Light Opera

Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role/Musical
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Wayne Kennedy (Thernadier), "Les Miserables," Arvada Center

It was fun to see Kennedy, often cast as a good guy, play a shark.

Nominated: Robert Johnson (Audrey II), "Little Shop of Horrors," Boulder's Dinner Theatre;
Nick Ortiz-Trammel (Terry), "Side Show," PHAMALy

Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role/Musical

Christianna Sullins (Ziegfeld's Favorite), "Will Rogers Follies," Boulder's Dinner Theatre

Sweet and sassy and not as dumb as she wanted you to think, Sullins nearly stole the
show.

Nominated: Beth Flynn (Madame Thernadier), "Les Miserables," Arvada Center; Jenny
Hecht (Smitty), "How To Succeed in Business Without Really Trying," CU Light Opera

Best Original Music

Steven Cahill, "The Miracle Worker," Denver Center Theatre Company

Cahill's evocative, bluesy score took the play's mood to unexpected places.

Nominated: Gary Grundei, "Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Costume Design

Markas Henry, "Love's Labour's Lost," Colorado Shakespeare Festival

Henry outÞtted the "LLL" cast in dapper threads to help place the production in carefree,
aristocratic circles, circa 1917.

Nominated: Sally Burke and Jane Shafer, "Les Miserables," Arvada Center; Anne Murphy,
"The Three Musketeers," Colorado Shakespeare Festival

Best Lighting Design

Kjiersti Webb, "The Death and Resurrection of Carl Verplank," Theatre13

Webb's work helped deÞne both place and mood remarkably well in what was a
compelling piece of theater.

Nominated: Don Darnutzer, "A Christmas Carol," Denver Center Theatre Company; Andrew
Metzroth, "Copenhagen," Boulder Ensemble Theatre Company

Best Scenic Design

Brian Ernst, "Noises O!," Longmont Theatre Company

Using modest resources, Ernst created a fantastic puzzle-of-a-set that played a key role
in the farce's success.

Nominated: Brian Mallgrave, "Les Miserables," Arvada Center; Vicki Smith, "Plainsong,"
Denver Center Theatre Company

Best Direction of a Play

Kent Thompson, "Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

Handling the logistics alone in the sprawling tale was a feat, but Thompson's direction
also found the heart of the story, and elicited Þne and believable performances from a
cast with a wide range of experience.

Nominated: Juliette Carillo, "Lydia," Denver Center Theatre Company; Warren Sherrill,
"This Is How It Goes," Paragon Theatre Company

Best Direction of a Musical

Rod A. Lansberry, "Les Miserables," Arvada Center

The Þrst locally produced version in the region of the epic musical was stellar with
Lansberry at the helm.

Nominated: Michael Duran, "The Producers," Boulder's Dinner Theatre; Peter Glazer,
"Woody Guthrie's American Song," Colorado Shakespeare Festival

Best Musical Direction

Jeff Waxman, "Woody Guthrie's American Song," Colorado Shakespeare Festival

Waxman's stirring two-part and four-part vocal arrangements shone in the Þrst musical

Camera Eye Awards: The Camera's theater critic picks the best o... http://www.dailycamera.com/news/2008/dec/26/camera-eye-aw...

3 of 5 1/2/09 2:14 PM



CSF has ever staged.

Nominated: Timothy Myers, "A Little Night Music," CU Light Opera; David Nehls, "Les
Miserables," Arvada Center

Best New Play

"Lydia," by Octavio Solis, Denver Center Theatre Company

Solis' powerful drama follows the fallout from a tragedy in a family living in El Paso. It was
developed in DCTC's new-play program and is featured in the December 2008 issue of
American Theatre magazine.

Nominated: "Plainsong," adapted by Eric Schmiedl from the novel by Kent Haruf, Denver
Center Theatre Company

Best Production of a Musical

"Woody Guthrie's American Song," Colorado Shakespeare Festival

Entertaining, moving and politically timely, "Woody Guthrie" was the surprise gem of CSF's
2008 season.

Nominated: "Les Miserables," Arvada Center for the Arts; "The Producers," Boulder's
Dinner Theatre

Best Production of a Play

"Plainsong," Denver Center Theatre Company

The DCTC production was poignant and humorous and captured the essence of Haruf's
novel about new kinds of families forming in a small town under an unforgiving Colorado
sky.

Nominated: "Doubt," Denver Center Theatre Company; "Lydia," Denver Center Theatre
Company

Contact Camera Theater Critic Mark Collins at 303-473-1369 or
BDCTheater@comcast.net.
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Comments

Posted by ImInBoulder on December 28, 2008 at 4:03 p.m. (Suggest removal)

Kristy Gooch: Wow! You were excellent in your role in "Noises Off". You should have gotten the award
in your category.

Post your comment
(Requires free registration.)

Comments are the sole responsibility of the person posting them. You agree not to post
comments that are off topic, defamatory, obscene, abusive, threatening or an invasion of
privacy. Violators may be banned. Click here for our full user agreement.

Camera staff does not actively monitor comments. If you believe a comment breaks the user
agreement, please flag the comment and someone will take a look at it.
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